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Well, the big hook came on November 1st, and put an end to our sailing
this year. Once the operator and our crews found the right rhythm the
Job got done smoothly and swiftly. As always, it is a good team effort
that will bring these excellent results. Congratulations to all involved.
The galley crew or "slaves", deserve a special mention here because
unerringly they serve exactly what the guys need after a hard days work.

It sure beats MacDonald's fare.

And here is the new watch comming on Deck:

COMMODORE Tennison Mason
VICE COMMODORE Ralf Fiedler
TREASURER Yvonne McRobbie
SECRETARY Robert Goyeau
DIRECTOR Ed Gresik
DIRECTOR Jim Beaudoin
DIRECTOR Dale Souilliere
~CONGRATULATIONS-

A really fine racing season will be capped by the annual banquet. This is
the Club's most important social gathering, with the presentation of the
awards for the racers, the change of the watch and a good time for all.

It will all happen at the Anderdon Tavern on November 29th with the
promise of good food and dancing. You really cannot afford to miss this
one! Race Chairman Dennis has us in suspense about the results of the
extremely tightly contested fall series and only the recipients of the
awards will know before the night of the 29th.

About twenty skippers, crews and guests attended the R.I.Y.A. awards
banquet at the Grosse ITe Yacht Club. Dennis (Hendel) was awarded a
third place in his division for the R.1.Y.A, Spring Series and "Rakaia's"
¢rew.a second place for the Fall Series. It is no great secret that

the "Mariners" enjoy a good party and this one was no exception! Also,
Dennis used this opportunity to award the Perpetual Best Elapsed Time
trophy for our annual regatta to Gerhard Lorenz, skipper of "Kismet".
This trophy dates back to the first regatta in 1964 and will be remembered
as a barometer on red velvet with a gold frame and a 1ot of brass
plagques. This was the year that the old trophy just had no room Teft

for another winners plaque. Rather than to retire it Dennis accepted



the task to carry on with this traditional award. The barometer is now

" mounted on a framed teakwood base, has 13 more plagues ready for the

annual winners names, and is a very handsome award indeed! If not .
hanging in Gerhard's home it will be on display in the Ford Yacht Club's

trophy case.

An appreciative round of applause was given outgoing Commodore Art
and the dedicated andhardworking executives by the membership on election

day for a job well done.

The next "Currents" will give you the complete 1¥st of chairmen and
mambers directly responsible for the many different functions of your

club,

This is the season where we see most of the social events happen at
the club. Most of them of the indoor variety, mostly in the ¢lub house.
With this added activity the clubhouse and its furnighingg need that

extra 1ittle love and care! Give the regular clean-up team on duty a little

break by returning empty bottles to their proper place, by washing

dishes, that you used, by emptying ash trays, that you filled and simply
picking after yourself before you leave. Space is at premium,you would do
well to see if you have left anything behind in the hall closet

because soon all items not belonging there will be removed, forever!

The Dart League has started its regular Wednesday playing schedule with
six teams going at it, spirited and noisily. Some very high scores have
already been recorded and we “Currents" are still looking for someone
that wants to represent the league in the "Currents", write a few

words, scores, anécdotes and such. Oh, the pay is also great!

Race Chairman Dennis has called a "gripe" meeting on Sunday, December 7th,
1:00 p.m. for those that felt, while things that happened are still a
1ittle fresh on our minds, we should discuss the past racing season,

to applaud, criticize, improve, change, etc. But in essence prepare

the new race committee and racers for the new season, because, after ail,
it won't be long! So, attend this one and be heard! '

When putting "Rakaia" away for winter - found: 1 Red club jacket, Med.
somebody must be missing it.

Up coming events:

Sunday, December 7th, 1980"Gripe” meeting - 1:00 p.m.

*****Saturday, December 13th, 1980 Christmas Tree
Decorating Party at the Club 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 14th, 1980, Membership:Meeting
at the Club 70:00 ain.

Sunday, December 14th, 1980, Santa Claus party
at the Club 3:00 p.m.

*rkkx¥We would ask that since the Christmas Tree Decorating Party

is being paid for by the Ladies Auxiliary that only Members and their
wives or dates attend. We will be serving white and red wine plus
an arrangement of cheese and crackers. All for free!!!



-3-

Also Santa Claus has promised to visit L.M.JY.C. on Sunday, December 14th,
1980. All parents will be contacted by the Ladies Auxiliary to give out
details concerning this exciting event.

The LadieswBuxiliary had their;meeting oniNovember-.24th and Doris DallaBona
andiMolly Allen were elected to head the committee for the year 1981.
Thanks to all ladies for attending. -

PAGE FILLERS

YOU MIGHT LIKE TO EXPLORE THIS [NTERESTING ABOVE THE WATER
WRECK. IT'S LOCATED BEHIND THE '"COVE' AND CAN BE REACHED FROM
SHORE (OF THE [SLAND THAT FORMS THE "COVE')

This one was submitted by Bob Munden, if you have
anything of interest as a page filler please submit
it and it will be printed the next time we have room.

SHIPS THAT NEVER
DIE (#96)

CITY OF DETROIT,

(US 125662),- Com-
posite sidewhsel
passenger ship,built
by Detroit D.D.Co.
in 1878 for D.&.C.
Steam Navigation Co,
234 x 36 x 13, 109,
gross. Built to re-
place the burned
R.N.RICE, whose beanm
engines she received,
62' cylinder by an
11l foot stroke.

First operated between Detroit and Cleveland, running opposite NORTHWEST.
When CITY OF DETROIT of 1889 came out, our ship's neme was change to CITY OF
TiE STRAITS. For a year or so she operated out of Chicago to Michigan ports
and then returned to Detroit to fill in on the Lake Huron service while the
new vessels were being readied for that work. The year 1896 saw the inaugura-
tion of the Cleveland-Toledo run by the CITY OF THE STRAITS and the STATE OF
NEW YORK (ex CITY OF MACKINAC of 1883). In 1901 the CITY OF THE STRAITS had
probably the first wireless in stalled on any lake ship. The end of her pass-
enger days came in 1914 when she was converted to a barge. She was then owned
by C.S.Neff of Milwaukee and used in the bulk trade. Her name was changed to
LIBERTY. 1In the early lwenties she was purchased by Cupt.Wm.Nicholson of
Detroit and towed over from Lake Michigan by the freighter THOKAS DAVIDSON.
In 1927 or 1928 a diesel engine was installed in her and she was used as a
motorship in the steel trade on Lake Erle. (See illustration, courtesy of
Duff G.Brace, showing her doeked at Conneaut sometime in the 30s.) Her

first commander as a motorship was Gapt.Walter Neal, who was the only surviv-
or of the sinking of the wooden frelighter MYRON (ex MARK HOPKINS) on Lake
Superior in 1919. CITY OF DETROIT - CITY OF THE STRAITS - LIBERTY had a long
life as passenger ship, barge and motor bulk freighter. Ler end came in

1948 when her engines were removed and hexr hull was abandoned on the Duncan-

son _property at the gegd gf Bob Lo Island, There some years later she burned
to the water's edge. : -
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by C.S.Neff of Milwaukee and used in the bulk trade. Her name was changed to
LIBERTY. 1In the early lwenties she was purchased by Capt.Wm.Nicholson of
Detrolt and towed over from Lake Michigan by the freighter THOMAS DAVIDSON.
In 1927 or 1928 a diesel engine was installed in her and she was used as a
motorship in the steel trade on Lake Erie. (See illugtration, courtesy of
Duff G.Brace, showing her docked at Conneaut sometime in the 30s.) Her
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