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Hello Everyone,

I hope you all are having a great sailing
season so far in 2007. We could not ask
for better weather — heck even on race
nights the rain has held off and we have
been experiencing ideal winds. If you
have not gone out sailing yet, please get
out and enjoy your boats.

The Pending Property Purchase is coming
along quite nicely. The Vice Commodore
and the Treasurer have been working very
hard to ensure we get all the legal and fi-
nancial issues taken care of in time for our
deal closing date.

In general things seem to be going well
around the club, the grounds look good
and the clubhouse is always neat and tidy.
Please remember that it is everyone’s re-
sponsibility to keep the place looking
good. Please keep your dock area’s look-
ing neat and if you make a mess in the
clubhouse please clean up after yourself,

On another positive note the club mem-

bership is starting to grow again. We have
Just recently had Frank and Penn Marmara

join the club. They are a great addition to
our membership. If you see them around
the club please take the time to say hello
and welcome them. There is also another
pending membership hanging on the wall
at this time.

Our next big Social event after the Bless-
ing of the fleet will be the Pelee Island
Regatta. If you have never attended this
cvent you should make the effort. John
Vandereerden always does an outstanding
Job of making this a fun filled event. It is
also a very good opportunity to get some
real good use out of your boats.

Hope to see everyone around the Club.

Larry Laing

Commodore

Message from the Vice Commodore

Summers Nearly Here!

There is a great season of
sailing shaping up. Many people
are already out on the water. The
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club grounds have been land-
scaped after the winter harbour
wall construction. The property
acquisition is on track. The law-
yer is searching the title to en-
sure that it is clear. You mighty
see the surveyors out on the
property defining the borders for
us. We are definitely on the
move at Mariners.

There are a number of people
that have already have their 12
“work” hours in. As everyone
knows part of your membership
is the helping out at the club for
12 hours every year. This is a
way to put some time in for the
club doing something of your
choosing. There are a wide vari-
ety of activities to interest eve-
ryone’s interest or schedule.
Enjoying a time on the water
serving as committee boat crew
is helping make for fun race
events. Planting or grooming the
yard gives one a sense of satis-
faction that can be seen when
you step back to admire your
results. We have technical, so-
cial, creative, and other offerings
for you. Scrubbing up the club-
house or organizing a party af-
ternoon each brings a product for
you and all to enjoy. Creating
web sites or writing articles is a
special gift that we enjoy re-
ceiving from those members in-
terested. Talk with me and we
can fit you in. Here’s the bottom

LMYC Wab Site:

line. We don’t want your money.
Isn’t that odd? The $30.00
charge per work hour is not
nearly as valuable as seeing you
participate and contribute to the
ongoing success of LaSalle
Mariners Yacht Club; now in our
39t year,

Again, this Spring I have noticed the
spirit of support and cooperation dur-
ing the launch procedures. A number of
jobs require a helping hand or two,
such as raising a mast. LaSalle Mari-
ners have always been there to help
their mates. The days where we all
came down to assist the crane to plunk
boats in the water all day are gone.
There was a sense of urgency as that
crane was costing us by the hour. That
was an event that demanded many
members on site to get the job done.
Now we enjoy the luxury of a flexible
launch schedule. Still I see members
down regularly and ready to accept the
call to help another Mariner get their
boat in shape. The spirit of camaraderie
and friendship still lives strong at La-
Salle Mariners. A good place to be!

More action every day at LM.Y.C.
We’ll see you there!

From the Race Director:

Shakedown May 19th. 2007.

Another successful Shakedown with a
slight increase in boats. We had 26
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starting and 25 that finished, A boats
were in and tied up by 2:30 p.m. A big
thank-you goes out to the Race director
Bob reaume, Race Committee Dennis
Douthart, Sue Ouellette, Jim Beaudion
and Ted Popel.

Race Chairman: Ralph Allen

From the Harbour Master:

Launch season is over and the Lift
crew did another excellent job. Three
boats are staying on land this year with
a few stragglers to be launched soon.
Bob Bingham, Jim Beaudoin, John
Metcalfe, John Amyot, Gerry Angus,
Brian Casey and Tapani Lintunen for a
job well done.

Thanks again, Ralph Allen

Two Days Aboard Sassy

Before we go any further, let me confess
that Sassy is not the large sailboat familiar
to many but, in this case, a large and
somewhat smelly mule, with very long
ears and a memorable personality.

Our relationship goes back to last
summer when Liz and I made our
reservations to take the mule trip to the
bottom of the Grand Canyon. With
warnings that we must not be pregnant,
must not weigh over 200 Ibs, must not be
afraid of large animals, and the tough one
— must not be afraid of heights, the
arrangements were finalized.

After yet more warnings and mule
operating instructions, including the use

LMYC Web Site:

of the ‘mule motivators' aka whips,we got
to finally meet our very own mules. Sassy
seemed to enjoy the attention as I tried to
make friends and to satisfy myself that she
harbored no suicidal tendencies. These
robust creatures, must not only walk down
into the canyon and then up again, day
after day, but must put up with an
unending supply of new and often inept
riders. In Sassy's case, her coping
mechanism  included a wide variety of
behaviors guaranteed to scare the heck out
of the bravest rider let alone a flatlander
from southwestern Ontario whose idea of
a hill is an overpass near the 401.

On approaching a switchback, Sassy
would wait to the very last moment before
starting her turn to provide me with the
best possible view of the surrounding
area. Her favorite walking spot on the trail
was just inches from the edge. This was
done so that when we met a group of
hikers, they could stay safely on the inside
while both Sassy and myself got to enjoy
yet another enhanced view down into the
abyss. The most thrilling performance,
however, was when she seemed to be in
the middle of a daydream and would
stumble slightly as she made her way
down the trail. This would do wonders for
my concentration ( and heart rate ) but
seemed to affect Sassy not at all.

In due course, 12 miles,5000 feet down
and 5 hours later we arrived at the bottom
and crossed the mighty Colorado, single
file on a high narrow bridge. After a short
walk to unkink our legs,and explore the
area, it was time for a shower,diner and
sleep. Our cabin at Phantom Ranch
although rustic had a bed more
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comfortable than Sassy would ever be.

At 7 AM the next morning, we were back
aboard, and this time headed uphill. At
vatious intervals on the climb out of the
canyon, we needed to stop to rest the
mules. This maneuver  necessitated a
transition from the mnose to tail
configuration of our single file parade to a
parallel arrangement where the mules
were all at 90 degrees to the trail facing —
you guessed it - out onto nothing. I
thought I saw a faint smile on Sassy's
lips. The final adrenalin overload came as
we neared the rim and encountered a
bighorn sheep who decided to scamper up
to our trail from below. Sassy' wide open
eyed stare and laid back ears told me she
was not amused. The bit being pressed
into the back of her mouth indicated to
her that her rider felt the same, and
persuaded her to stay where she was. The
rest of the trip was relatively uneventful if
you don't count the snow squall as we
neared the rim. Our guide for the trip had
told us that we would always remember
our mule, and I'm sure he's right. I
certainly won't forget my two days aboard
Sassy.
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As anyone can see from the pictures John and
Liz sent for everyone to experience the great
adventure they took and enjoyed. I think a lot
of us would have liked to have the same expe-
rience?

2007 — SHAKEDOWN

“A” 1 Praceptor C&C 35 Bob Bingham
2 Solutions Jeanneau 45 Mark Craig
3 Sloe-Poke J 27 T. Lintunen
4 Zephyr Hawk Abbott 33 R. Bohl
5 Sorceress Modified X Brad Roy

“B” 1 Dyn. Hummm C&C 30 J Davidson
2 Addendum C&C 30 Bob Fuller
3 Bow Down Mega 30 Al Prettyman
4 Blue Jay Viking 28 Noel Brockman
5 August West C&C 30 Wesley Arthur
6 Dingo Viking 28 Rob Ferguson
7 Whatever Viking 28 G. Mooney
8 Cal Girl Cal 29 Ted Wagner
9 Ten Ticket Kirby 25 t. McWilliams

“C” 1 Loan Shark 24 Shark L. Brockman

2 Tia Lisa Tanzer Chris Egan
3 Valhatla Paceship 29 D. Perry
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JOG Fleet —

1 Bearsmistress Hunter 31 M. Lippman
2 Eastofmidnt C&C 30 Peter Soles

3 No Resistence HR 25 D, Robichard

4 Thunder C&C 27 W. Hallatt

5 Mai-Toi Mirage 33 Rene Brown

6 Ditz C&C 25 G. Cowan

7 No Name Mirage 35 J. & M. Mangile
8 Mananan CS 27 Dennis Pare

9 Wind Song Catalina 27 R. Beresford

SHAKEDOWN 07

by our roving reporter
George Mooney

The race started with reach in good air 14-16
knots quick ride, a little cool, not wet. the
Bay was not crowded at all because of the
threatening and cool weather. There are now
a lot of docks for their race so those who’ve
stopped doing the Shakedown because of not
being to obtain moorings can go back to the
action. Here’s some of the dock situation:
1 The Zoo re Town Docks as always
2 Miller’s Marina
3 State Park (on the island)
4 Middle Bass Island Yacht Club

(her visitors docks)
5 Middle Bass Island has a large State

Park Marina with beautiful floating docks.

There is no reported hassles with immigra-
tion - the Video phone was working although
sometimes with a bit of a lineup.

Some stayed over till Monday to come home
- a glorious spinnaker reach in sunshine and
warmer temperatures from the Bay to the
mouth of the Detroit River.

LMYC Web Site:

Those who chose to sail home Sunday were
in much cooler rougher seas. Come on guys
stay over the next time you get a chance.

It appears we need to sell this race to of our
LMYC members. For the first time to our
knowledge another club sent more boats to
the Bay then we did — Southport 10 boats
LMY 9 boats.

It would be great fun to see the Shakedown
start to come back to it’s old form.

The Race Committee headed by Bob Reaume
did a great job, Denny’s powerboat worked
well so well that Bobby was heard muttering
in his sleep — I like powerboats, I like pow-
erboats. Great job everybody!

Did You Know?

The year was in 1980’s Jim Ouellette and
crew decided to race the circuit, Canada and
the U.S. doing as many races in one season as
possible, Jim had a great and loyal crew con-
sisting of Lindy Walker-O’Brien, Rachel Par-
ent and Charles Oidfield aboard his Abbott
33- Roller Coaster.

As Jim pointed out good crew chemistry was
of the most importance and this gang cer-
tainly had it.

Sixty-seven (67) races in one season!!!!

This is not to say there were not other sailors
who had done the same. Our hats are off to
them.

Blessing of the Fleet

Sunday, June 10th. 2007, Father Stan came to
LM.Y.C. to bless all our boats. The day was
spectacular. We could not have asked for
anything better. We hope everybody enjoyed
themselves. As seen from the Photos the Sky

www. wincom.netdmyc



LaSalle Mariners Yacht Club

was clear and a gentle breeze.The Prayers
were said by Father Stan and the Commo-
dore, Vice Commodore set the wreath and
bread in the waterKen Robittaille’s ashes
were laid in the water as per his wishes.

LMYC Web Sita:

Father Stan proceeded down the docks
blessing all vessels.

A Grand view of the grounds.
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