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From the Commodore

Our boats have been launched and many of us have started the Spring Series race
schedule. Many thanks to Larry Laing and his team for putting together an energetic
race program and to those dedicated Race Committee members who have
B volunteered their time to run the races. Many of us are finding out first hand the

o impact of the lowest water levels in the past 30 years. Skippers, please keep your

Bl crew's safety as your highest priority.

Our projects are moving forward nicely. Financing is ail but complete and Hotte is
gl ready to start work this month on the boat well modifications for the lift. The new
cement apron at the driveway entrance has been completed and Faye Laing is ready
to begin the landscaping. It looks good now and will be beautiful when complete. Many thanks to Paul and
Faye Laing. They have donated to the Club their one and a half car garage. This structure will be moved to
our property and serve as a storage facility. In addition the existing shed will be refurbished and can serve as
the Club's workshop facility. This will save the Club approximately $11,000 on the storage facility project

that was approved last year. '

Ralph Keprin reported the clean up and removal of trash along the north side of our property cost just under
$1,000. The very next day more trash was dumped on the cleaned up arca. This is unacceptable. The
Executive reminds our members that dumping of one's personal trash on the Club's property will not be
tolerated. There is a refuge bin placed on Club property. This is for the Club's trash and within reason,
member's trash from their boats-not from their homes. Also, we can only place non toxic substances in this
bin. The disposal service will not pick up containers of oil etc. placed next to it.

The Executive hopes all our members saw the note on the chalk board regarding a wide open clubhouse. Its

gvery member's responsibility to secure the building (windows and doors) when they are the last to leave.
It goes without saying what damage and loss we could incur from unwanted visitors.

To wrap-up on a lighter note, please welcome to the Club our newest members John Nayduk and his wife
Debbie. They are new to the sailing fraternity having recently purchased a Santana 27,

Please check your calendar of events. Lots of happenings-first of which in June is the Blessing of The Fleet.
See you there.

The Currents is published monthly. While The Currents has researched and inquired to
assure that information contained in The Currents is accurate, we recommend that you

double check, to assure complete accuracy. Not receiving The Currents?
Call the editor to get your copy!
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Brad, JoAnne and big brother Nate are
pleased to announce the safe arrival of their
second son,
Dexter

Anthony born
May 12, 1999, at
© 11:07 am., 8 Ibs.,
8 oz. Proud
grandparents are
Tony & Loretta
Debortoli of
Tecumseh, James
(Papa) Blackton of LaSalle and Susan
Blackaton of Tilbury. Special thanks to Papa
for all your help with “the fish”

Bjorn and Tove Update

Dear friends

Spring is here and we are getting busy again.
Bjgrn is leaving Denmark tomorrow and Tove
is working a lot. (Fine combination) Bjgrn is
going to Pennetang, Ontario to do some work

on Laura. The bottom needs a hand, and he
will install a new stove and a new

refrigerator, and then Laura will be ready for

another year in the water.

He will fly back to Denmark early in June and

then we will both return to Pennetang on the
5th of July.

We are planning to go by the Trent/Severn (if
there is water) and St. Lawrence around Nova

News and Information|
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Scotia to Maine and Long Island Sound. When
we will be there, we don't know exactly, but
sometime in late August we think.

We have had a fine winter, and now a beautiful
spring in Denmark and now we are very happy
and looking forward to a new great sailing in
Canada and the US.

Hope to meet a lot of you good friends again.
Best regards from

Tove and Bjgrn

Welcome Aboard
New Members

Lothar Bauer who is charge of Roads and
Grounds is looking for members to cut the grass
at LMYC. We are all in a hurry to get our boats
in the water and go - _
racing and sailing but
don’t forget the
GRASS needs to be
cut.

This is an easy way
to earn work hours
and it’s fun. Let’s
make our cub look
presentable all the
time.

If you are interested
please give Lothar
Bauer a call.

John Nayduk and his wife Debbie as full
members and John and Kelly Amyot moving

from Associate Members to Full Members

Volunteers

Needed
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From The Harbor Master

The boats are in the water and a few reminders to

members.
* Be a good neighbour and tie offf

halyards.
» Leave dock lines neat to prevent trip and

falls
» coil hoses.
* Please DO NOT leave your garbage

around your boat.

Next Month Issue

* Put-in-Bay by Maggie Evans
* Blessing of the Fleet
* Interesting Editorials

Internet Sites
Of Interest to Boaters

uscg.org/exciting.htm

» Links to commercial products and marine supply

firms.

michboat.org/

* A guide to Michigan harbors,
oakland.edu/boatnerd

* The definitive page on Great Lakes freighters.
stuweb.ee.mtu.edu/~mjswiatk/wx

*'A quick way to get Great Lakes wind and waves

forecasts.
huron.Ire.usace.army.mil/levels/hmpglv

Jhtml

= Great Lakes water levels,

Contributor Jim Ouellette




HAVE Youy SAY...

Dear Club Members,
Do you have something on your mind? Does it relate to LMYC? If so, “HAVE YOUR SAY

Letters to the LaSalle Currents must include a signature for verification. If members are
responding to stories or articles, please provide the title, date and issue of publication.

To lift or not to lift?

April 8, 1999
To: Al LMYC members

The decision may have been voted on, that does not remove my objections to any plans to obtain a
boat lift of any type for our Club.

I am opposed to any plan that leaves LMYC open to liability. Anyone who thinks niovmg tons of
sailing vessels is free of risk and that an insurance company w111 stand by to support the club in event

of a tragic mishap ... lives in a Disneyland world.

You need to have faced a multi-million dollar personal injury lawsuit, then watched the fli ght of an
insurance company followed by the legal feeding frenzy of lawyers to comprehend the factors in any

liability claim,
LMYC is located in an area that has the highest concentration of boat lift systems in Ontario, and we
want to add to that! If hmng a crane is no longer an economic solution for the Club, that’s just fine,

let the full service marinas pick up the slack. There is no shortage of boat haul-out, launch or storage
facilities in our area, Let the profcss:onals take the risks not LMYC. . -

The notion that a pay-per-use boat lift operatlon at LMYC makes economic sense.. is just non-cent$.
What next! Do we charge for boat pump-out use, meter water for boat washing, daily vehlcle parking
permits and a pay-per-use toilets?

Sorry folks, but LMYC has started to operate like any branch of Canadian govemment . Have
money ... must spend it. If the LMYC accounts are too cash rich, then just maybe we’re taking in too

much revenue. But that’s only my opinion,
P Reckless as ever, Michael Puchnatyj
L S L]

For the record, I'm also opposed to valet parking, tennis courts, swimming pools, banquet facilities
and any dress code/function/activity that resembles the WYC.
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Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle
(1643-1687)

Rene Robert Cavaiiler Sieur de La Salle was
born in Rouen, France on Nov. 21, 1643, he
spent 9 years as a Jesuit novice, studying
logic, physics, and mathematics. (n 1667,
however, he left and took a land grant along
the St. Lawrence River. His main interest,
however, was in exploring the unknown
regions to the west and south and in developing
the possibilities of the fur trade with the
Native Americans. During the years from
1869 until 1673, he made extansive
explorations south of Lake Erie and Lake
Ontario, maybe as far as the falls at Louisville

When Count de Frontenac became governor of
New France in 1672, La Salle was encourage
to undertake more exiensive expeditions. In
1677 he was given a monopoly of the fur
trade in the upper Mississippi area and was
granted permission to build forts. Two years
later La Salle built a small vessel, the
Griffon, on Lake Erie just above Niagara. In
this ship he sailed up the Detroit River,
through Lake St. Clair, the St. Clair River to
Lake Huron, and to the Green Bay region,
where he oblained a cargo of furs to repay his
many creditors. The vessel was lost in Lake
Huron on its return voyage, but La Salle and

Information obtained from Grolier & Internet Sources

his party continued by canoe down the west
coasl of Lake Michigan to the mouth of the St.
Joseph River, where Fort Miami was built
which is near present day South Bend.

Already well known as an explorer and fur
trader in Canada, Rene Robert Cavalier, Sieur
de LaSalle wound his way in 1682 down the
Mississippi, claiming the entire Mississippi
watershed in the name of France.

Two years later, French king Louis XIV supplied
LaSalle with ships and colonists to return to the
mouth of the Mississippi, and to further
strengthen France's claim to the area. With four
ships and over two hundred colonists, LaSalle
set sail in July, 1684. After a somewhat
perilous journey, the group missed their target
and landed instead in the area of Matagorda Bay,
Texas, in February 1685. Two of their
remaining three ships were wrecked during the

landing.

Some of the party returned to France, but
LaSalfe and the others established Fort St.
Louis, a setllement from which he made several
expeditions in search of the Mississippi. On one
of these excursions in March of 1687, he was
ambushed and killed by mutineers, probably in
the vicinity of present day Navasota in Grimes

county.

LaSalle is credited as being a factor in the later
French development of the lower Mississippi.
Because of his threat to the Spanish claim on
Texas, his brief presence at Matagorda Bay
inspired Spain to accelerate the development
of missions in the region throughout the
eighteenth century.

Griffon




Battle

of
Lake Erie

Commodore
Robert H. Barclay Oliver H. Perry,

Commodore

t seems that Deputy Prime Mnister Herb Gray said Saturday October 18, 1998 that Project

H.M.S. Detroit would receive the funding through the Canada Millennium Partnership Program.

As a result I felt that perhapes members would like a review of the Battle of Lake Erie. This
article appeared in THE NAVAL RESERVE MAGAZINE (Vol. 6, 1, May 1997) written by L.S.

Fabrice Mosseray -- HMCS Montcalm)

You may know little about the War of 1812, but certainly the names of Laura Secord de
Salaberry, Prevost and Tecumseh have a familiar ring. The result of tension mounting in the wake of
the American War of Independence (1776-1784) and of differences in matters of commerce, the War
of 1812 began in June of that year when the United States declared war on Great Britain.

Unable to attack England directly, the American generals saw Canada as an easy prey consid-
ering that the British colony had only a tenth of the American population and very little industry.

Because Great Britain
was then fully engaged
in the Napoleonic
conflict in Europe,
there was little spare
for the defence of
Canada.

Defence of the
colony rested on a
small army composed
of British regiments
and Canadian militia
units complemented by
groups of warriors
from Amerindian
allies; indeed, the
coming war would
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mark the first time in Canadian history that English, French
and Native Canadians were united in the same battle.

Because of Canada’s precarious situation, American
strategies considered the successful invasion of Canada to be
“‘a mere matter of marching;” the war would be over by
Christmas and victory would signify the end of British rule in
North America.

“Attack is the best defence!” so said General Isaac
Brock, commander in chief of the small Anglo-Canadian
army. Because his resources were so scant, General Brock
decided to take the initiative. By Christmas 1812, not only
was Canada still British, but its borders has been expanded:
Michigan, Maine, Indiana and Ohio had all been taken in the
Anglo-Canadian offensives.

Victorious, Canada nevertheless had to remain vigilant.
The loss of General B rock, killed in October, 1812 at
Queenston Heights, the burning of York (present-day To-
ronto) in April, 1813 and the material superiority of the
enemy left little room for manoeuvre. Any error in strategy
could prove fatal.

Determined to avenge their
defeat and humiliations, the Americans
decided to concentrate their war effort | “We have met the enemy and they are ours,” said
on the Great Lakes, hoping in this way [ Oliver Hazard Perry after his victory over the British
to cut the link between Upper and on Lake Erie, Scptember 10, 1813,

Lower Canada and break the British-
Indian alliance.

At Presqu’lle, in Michigan, the American
Navy undertook the construction of a fleet to ensure
control of Lake Erie. To the great displeasure of
Tecumseh, who favoured the offensive, the com-
mander of the Anglo Canadian forces, B Gen Henry
Procter, and the commander of the Provincial Navy,
Cdr Robert H. Barclay, refused to attack the Ameri-
can ship yards.

They feared that such an attack would further
weaken an already thin force and deplete the small
store of ammunition and rations. Cdr Barclay chose
instead to blockade the port, a blockade, by the way,
that for reasons unknown, he later lifted. So, on the
night of 1 Aug., 1813, Cmdre Oliver H. Perry, one
of the greatest officers the US Navy has ever pro-
duced, ordered his fleet of ten ships to set sail
westward, towards Amherstburg, the home base of
his adversary. His crews were still not up to full
strength, but this did not prevent him from engaging
the enemy. The future of military operations would
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be decided on the waters of this great lake.
If Upper Canada was to avoid isolation and
famine, battle was unavoidable.

THE ASSAULT ON
CANADA

To the delight of Perry, who had laid
siege against the town by cruising the
waters off Put-in-Bay, Barclay reluctantly
deployed his small fieet of six ships in order
of battle. A veteran of Trafalgar but an

officer of little lustre, Barclay was well
aware that his chances of success were slim indeed. His crews, formed in haste, were under-manned

and poorly trained. His ships fared no better: armament was ill-assorted, incomplete or in poor
condition. In addition to the flagship, the three-masted HMS Detroit (19 guns), the British fleet
consisted of one sloop, two barquentines, a three-mast and a two-mast brig.

Facing ten ships of the US Navy, (trois brigs, six barquentines and a sloop), Barclay’s only
course of action was to attack yet remain as far away as possible from the American ships. Because
his guns had a longer range, this strategy would allow Barclay’s ships to inflict severe damage
without themselves coming under fire This plan was a good one, provided the winds remained in his
favour. Perry, on the other hand, had to move as close as possible to Barclay’s ships to bring them
within range of his heavier guns.

Propelled by a favourable wind, Barclay lined his ships up parallel to Perry’s and arranged
them so as to concentrate the heaviest fire against Perry’s flagship, the USS Lawrence (20 guns),
Barclay was counting on the destruction of the enemy’s largest ship before turning on the smallest.

Relentlessly bombarded by the Detroit, Queen Charlotie and Chippawa, the USS Lawrence
sustained heavy losses: 80 percent of its crew were either killed or injured. Emerging from the

encounter miraculously unharmed, Perry
had to resign himself to continuing the battle
from the bridge of the USS Niagara while
the USS Lawrence dropped her colours and
expected to be boarded at any minute.
Despite this early success, the situa-
tion was far from good for the Royal Navy.
Because the wind had fallen and turned, the
advantage swung to the Americans. Losses
became heavy. On the flagship HMS De-
troit, Barclay was injured five times, his first
officer killed and most of his guns were out
of commission. The same held true of the
other ships of the British Fleet. One of
Barclay’s best commanders, Finnis, of the
Queen Charlotte, was cut down by a cannon
ball. The brig Hunter was shelled merci-
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lessly at short range by the Americans, her
commanding officer injured and her rudder
knocked away by enemy fire. The Lady
Prevost drifted out of the line. Badly dam-
aged and having lost its commanding officer,
the Little Belt withdrew from battle.

THE BITTER TASTE OF
DEFEAT

On board the USS Niagara, Perry
quickened the pace and renewed his attack. He rushed the English line hoping to break it in two. In

an effort to counter this assault, the British manoeuvred as best they could. Having lost most of their
officers, the ships were unable to line up properly.

Making a bad situation worse, the Queen Charlotte collided with the Detroit. The Niagara
broke through what remained of the English line and took in enfilade the two tangled ships laying

dead in the water. The casualties from grape shot were horrendous.
Without letting up on either the two ships or the Hunter with its starboard guns, the Niagara

also opened fire from port on the Chippawa and Lady Prevost.

It was the beginning of the end. After almost five hours of vicious and bloody fighting, and
despite the courage of the English and Canadian seamen, the British ships had been completely
wrecked, their decks covered in blood. Their decimated crews surrendered one after the other. For
the first time it its history, the Royal Navy had lost an entire fleet to the enemy.

The naval defeat marked a turning point in the War of 1812. Having lost control of Lake Erie,
it became difficult for the British to keep the lines of communication open and hold on to the occu-
pied territories. The initiative also shifted to the American side. '

In the weeks following the
disaster, American troops recaptured
Detroit, chased the invaders out of the
United States and began their attacks
on the Anglo-Canadian army. The Leeward
latter was crushed at the Battle of the
Thames where the valorous Tecumseh
was killed. Discouraged by his death
and by the series of defeats, their land
in American hands, several Indian b P
chiefs signed a separate peace,
thereby depriving the British of
precious troops.

It was a great victory for Wash-
ington. The taking of Canada seemed

imminent. ~

2:50 p.m.

neen Chariotte

Windward




