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From the Commodore

Opening Day is here!. Let’s get that boat of yours “shipshape and in Bristol fashion” for the 1998 sailing
season. : _

A small update or reminder to club members of what our I-LYA responsibilities are. I-LYA was organised in
1885 and its membership today consists of over 134 Canadian and American Clubs, LaSalle Mariner’s is
presently a member of I-LYA and every member of an I-LYA member club is automatically a member of I-
LYA. Membershipin I-LYA assures recognition among other clubs. Members of LaSalle Mariner’s are
reminded that all I-LYA visitors are welcome to our club whether they arrive in a sailboat or a powerboat.
Membership in I-LYA does not allow us to exclude I-LLYA power boat visitors from our club.

Thanks to all the members who have already put in work hours. Please remember there is stili much to be

done and many members still need their required 12 hours, We need your help.

Many club members are parking around the clubhouse making access difficult and creating a
great deal of dust. Many members are also leaving their vehicles in the two drop off zones -
north of the parking lot. I would like to remind all members that vehicles are to be left in
the parking lot, not in the roadway or zones around the entrance of the club. Please make

an effort to correct this situation.

| Twould also like to take this opportunity to thank all club members who contributed appliances and other
essentials to our club. Thank you for your interest in our club and for your contribution.

Commodore Bob Bingham |
e ——

The house director would like to thank Linda Schreiber for her efforts in reviewing our first aid needs and
additionally restocking the first aid box. On a trial bases the first aid box will be displayed in a prominent
location in the club, this will allow for easy use in an emergency situation, It is felt, that out of sight in the
phone cabinet may not be the best location when an emerge arises.

This will be done on a trial bases but if stock is not used as it is intended, we may need to put it back in the

phone cabinet.
the fan is now installed above the bar, this will most certainly raise the comfort level of member. Thanks to

Ralph Kepran and Bob Bingham.
Special thanks to all those members who diligently worked to the wee hours of the morning painting the

clubhouse ( this job was long overdue) Their efforts greatly improved the appearance of the clubs interior for -

the 19/98 session.
Anyone wishing to do work hours please talk to our house director John Murphy he has a number of projects to

be completed both large and small.
.?{au.s'e Director  John Murphy

The Currents is published monthly. While The Currents has researched and inquired to assure that
information contained in The Currents is accurate, we recommend that you double check, to assure
complete accuracy.- Not receiving The Currents? '

Call the editor to get your copy!




Launch at LMYC

Launch Day Apﬁl 25, 1998 was a picture perfect day. The sun was shinning and there was just a
slight breeze. The crane arrived just before 8:00 am and many enthusiastic members were already on
hand ready to provide a full day of work. LMYC members were provided with a hearty LMYC

breakfast to start the day. Breakfast
again was provided by Richard Hunt,
Gus Martin, Lorraine Hoffman and
Bodo Shaefer. Additional help was
provided by Gloria Basden and Kim
Martin. For breakfast fresh, country-
style. eggs, a heap of crispy home
fries, just like Grandma’s, hot but-
tered toast, finishing with a steaming
cup of LMYC coffee. This breakfast
alone is worth getting up early for.
For lunch it was “the thrill of the
grill”." It -was lunch fit for a king.
You know you are being treated royal
when you see a huge smokie, potato
: salad, onions, mustard etc. - If you
- have any dietary concems Chef Martin
- will take care of you and your heath.
-Launch day was smooth and well en-
“gineered by Ralf Fiedler the Harbour
*Master and his able body assistants.
: Everyone did their part and the launch
. was-a success. Competent members
.moved members boats from the
launching slip to their assigned dock
- without incident. . -
- Commissar McRobbie again was in charge of collections and informed many members to open their
-cheque books. . C
‘Launch ended around 2.30 pm with many members remaining to assemble their masts for the gin -
pole. Allin all the launching went smoothly, making it a good day all around!

:Shakedown Race To Put-in-Bay

~Our 26th Annual Shakedown Race to Put-In-Bay Ohio was absolutely fantastic with warm sunny
~skies and steady winds developed into a perfect weekend. This year LMYC had 56 registered boats
with 53 boats finishing. Participants from Thames River, South Port, Cedar Island, Grosse Point,
Grosse Isle, and a boat from Toledo. The race was officially started at 9:00 am by Ralph Allen in
the committee boat Amigo 4. Ralph indicated it was a good start with only one boat going over
early. It was hazy at the start with a steady West South West wind. Ralph Allen indicated that next
-year he would like to have a 30 foot Sea Ray as a committee boat since 1/3 of the fleet beat him to
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Put-in-Bay.
Paul and Faye Lange were the committee boat at the finish line
Just infront of Lonz's Winery. The weather was great, the sun
was warm, the boats finished between 1:00 and 3:00 with Phil
- LePage in a C &C 44 being the first boat across the line. Pan]
indicated that the new ferry didn't rock the committee boat
much and that a large number of racing boats expressed thanks
for the committee boat being there and doing its job. A very
civilized racing fleet made the job enjoyable. ,
Racers found docking accommodations at Miller Boat Line,
Crew’s Nest, and the Municipal Docks. Ralph Allen indicated
that there were no signs of Immigration or Border Patrol Offi-
 cials lurking on the island as last year.
Awards were presented at deRivera Park around 9:00 pm.
This was officiated by the Regatta chairperson Yvonne Mc-
Robbie, Race Chairperson Bob Reaume, and LMY C Commo-
dore Bob Bingham. '
During the afternoon and evening club members enjoyed them-
selves exploring different establishments on the island.
Ouch! Two club members can attest that Rollerbladding is
more dangerous than sailing. - -
Ralph Allen would like to thank his race committee crew for an
excellent job. Roy Marmara (12 shakedowns to date), Paul
‘Durocher and Dave Miller.
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Launch Boat - Ron Wigle, Rob Ferguson & Rick Beresford
m

Preparing for Launch -- Andy Bellehumeur
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~ Dart Lea

Jim Beaudoin working on Blizzard

Top Photo
Phil Smith polishing Gemini

Blessing of the Fleet

This year the blessing of the fleet will occur on

gue Party

Darts is over for
another year. This
year the annual dart
league party was
held on Wednes-
day April 22, 1998
with more than 20
members in atten-
dance. The even-
ing began in the
usual fashion with

Sunday June 7, 1998. This ceremony is remi-
niscent of one established ages ago in the Iberian
and Mediterranean seas, designed to ask the
Lord’s indulgence in providing good weather
and safe boating conditions during the approach-
ing navigation season. This annual ritual has
been adopted by LMYC. Bob Henson the chair-
man of this year’s event indicates that he wishes
all participants to be ready to leave the club by
12:00 this year. The blessing will occur at 1:00
pm by the Widow’s Walk. Reverend Stan Fras-
ier will be officiating this year with a pipe band

several games of
darts. At 8:30
members enjoyed Chinese Food delivered from
Red Sail in LaSalle.  After dinner door prizes
and awards were presented. The top dart player
for this season was Linda Schreiber who earned
174 points out of a possible 180 and was presen-
ted with a bottle of wine. Second place finisher
was Juergen Hendel with 153 points out of a
possible 180. Twenty Dart T-shirts were presen-
ted to Dart players who attended at least 40% of
the dart matches.

Congratulation again to Ralph Kepran, Phil
Smith and Jack Penny the three members who
made it all happen.

in attendance.

Bob Henson will be canvassing all LMYC mem-
bers to see if they will be participating and what
refreshments they will be bringing to the this so-
cial function.

Boat numbers for the blessing will be posted in
the clubhouse before Sunday June 7th and will
be handed out on the day of the blessing.

Bob indicated that he will be personally instruct-
ing the participants on which radio channel to use
and proper boat order protocol. If you have any
questions please contact Bob Henson. (Blessing
of the Fleet chairman)

<D




Severe Weather Waming

The start of the 1998 Severe Weather Season officially begins
Wednesday, April 1st. However with the heavy weather that rolled
through the province this past weekend, we can safely say that the
severe weather season has already begun.

Along with a network of unpaid weather observers across the country,
the weather is also monitored by another group of unpaid volunteers -
the Amateur Radio Operator. this network -- where radio operators
watch the sky and report to a central radio network controlier - is
called CANWARN. CANWARM originated in Windsor 10 years ago
and is a joint project of the local amateur radio community and

Environment Canada. _
The CANWARN system has on
occasion provide Environment
Canada with advanced notice of
approaching weather which
RADAR could not see.
To see what CANWARN IS
ABOUT, CHECK OUT: :
www.stclairc.on.ca/people/pages/kgarber/weather/
Here you will find some information on CANWARN , the grid map
used by amateurs when reporting weather, guidelines observes use
for what to look for and general safety information for the general
public. ,
In additions you will also find a county map of lower Michigan and
northern Ohio, so you'll know where those U.S. watches and
warning are. This is a cleaned-up version of the one I mailed out
several years ago to all staff. : _
An lastly, there is a link to information for the general public when
severe weather approaches. : :
Think weather safety.

Ken Garber
From Ken Garber VA3ETR Radio Amateur and volunteer CANWARN controller.

Contnbutcd by Yvonne McRobbie

| North vs South

| Spiraling Storms

Both cyclones arid tornadoes are storms made up
of spiralling, twisting winds. Tornadoes,
though, are usually more violent. Cyclones can
form at any time and they often bring with them
snow, rain, or hail. Tornadoes usually
(although not always) start when thunderstorms
are forming, and they do not always bring
precipitation with them.

North of the equator, in the
Northern Hemisphere,
cyclone winds turn

oy

counterclockwise. In the

Southern Hemisphere, T
however, they turn in exactly ‘?w,ﬂp
the opposite way -- s
clockwise.

—_— e




o LaSalle fHlariner's Burgee Jo
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, yacht club’s burgee is a stir- 7
A 'ing sight as it flies in the {
wind. its bright colours and = _

striking design is a symbol which
stand for the clubs members, its ex-
ecutives and its ideals. A club's bur-
gee can stir members to joy and to
pride especially when a member is
far from home. One of the respon-
sibilities of a LMYC member is a
knowledge of one's club, its history,
its traditions and its symbols. LMYC
members in increasing their knowl-
edge of their club makes them a
distinct club among the clubs of the
GREAT LAKES.

The gold on red LMYC burgee has
been a tradition since the birth of
this ciub over 30 years ago. Read-
ing old records indicate that the club
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— UPPER SHROUD

burgee began in the winter of 1962-
LT

63 when the first general member-
ship meeting of the RIVER CLUB
took place at the home of Commo- -
dore Harold Brush. During this meet-
ing the title of the club was voted

/SHFEGUQ CLEAT

to be LaSalle Mariner's Yacht Ciub
in recognition of the gallant explorer -

and mariner Robert Cavellier de LaSalle. A contest
among the members to design the club’s burgee
produced the traditional design in gold on red de-
picting LaSalle’s colours. '

The LMYC burgee should be displayed only in a be-
fitting manner and should not be subjected to any
form of indignity. One method is as follows: You'll
need a small stainless steel eye strap which will be
screwed or pop-riveted to the bottom of the star-
board spreader, half way between the mast and the
upper shroud. Attached to the eye strap is a micro
block. About 2 to 3 feet off the deck, attach a
~ shroud cleat to the starboard upper shroud. Attach
it so that the cleat faces towards the mast, so it
will not foul the genoa when tacking. Buy some small
polyester ine (or 1/8 dacron cord) and run it through
the micro block on the spreader, then back down to

the shroud cleat. You can tie the line so it's
a continuous loop or tie small snap hooks
on the end of each side of the line, which
attach easily to the burgee cringles. Once
the burgee is hooked on, run it to the top
and cleat the line off on the shroud cleat.
Ours is a beautiful club with great poten-
tial. tLaSalle Mariner’'s can, and should, be
proud of what they have accomplished and
of what they can ' '

look forward to.
Our burgee re-
flects this and
shows the world -
how we feel about
this magnificent
club of ours.

of $20.00. LMYC decals suitable for placing on

Yvonnne McRobbie the club secretary will be making LMYC burgees available for the low cost

from Raiph Kepran. Be proud. Make sure your boat flies a LMYC burgee. -

your boat, car, boat box eic., will be available

e




Ithough fires occur in sailboats they do
not occur often, they do occur and there
is something we can do to avoid this prob-

lem.
Fire is known as combustion

Fire At Sea

your boat. Some common causes of fires on a
boat are listed below. Be on the lookout for these
hazards and correct them immediately.

v exposed llght bulb

¥ faulty switch

v damaged electrical cable

and is defined as a rapid reac-
tion between a combustible fuel
and oxygen producing energy in
the form of heat and light.

Basically a fire involves three
substance combinations; fuel,
heat and oxygen. If you have
an inboard engine on your boat,

V ruptured fuel line

vV overloaded plug outlet
Never smoke in bed. Many
people have died because they
fell asleep while smoking.
Oil-soaked rags are often over-
looked. They don’t look as if

the engine will generate heat in
the engine compartment, and
there is fuel in the form of gasohne and oil and
oxygen Your boat doesn’t blow up because eve-
rythmg isina conlrolled environment or in bal-
ance. :

Improper balance in thlS environment could re-
sult in damage to your boat and personal injury to
yourself and anyone on board. :

' What creates an 1mbalance? Leakmg fuel lmes,
carbs ‘or gas tank may give combustion that nec-
essary fuel to start a f1re Th1s hnked w1th an elec-
trlcal short “can : :

they could start a fire. But in
fact, they can burst into flames by spontaneous
ignition without any other source of heat! Al-
ways store oil rags in a non-flamable container.
Sailboats are required to carry a fire extin guisher.
The best method for putting out a fire depends
on the kind of fire itis. For example, some types
of fire extinguishers are effective against fires in
wood and paper, but not effective against electri-
cal fires. Fire extinguishers are designed for small -
fires before they reach larger proportions. Fire
may be broken down into 3 categories; - Class A
(ordinary
combustibles),

~cause damaglng Te-
sults. Proper and
regular maintenance
along with a pre-
check can avoid an
area of imbalance.
Nothing is worse
‘than a fire at sea.
Dor’tinvite fires by
letting rubbish accu-
mulate in corners, or
keeping things like

Class B (flammable
liquids), Class C
(multipurpose)

How many mem-
bers at LMYC
check their fire ex-
tinguishers each
spring? I think I
-can safely say “Not
many of you.”
Does your fire ex-
tinguisher have a

paint or solvent on




rusty handles that are frozen, or maybe even empty?

Fire extinguishers should be easily reached and everyone on board should know where they are and
how to use them. Be familiar with the type of extinguisher you carry. Don'’t wait until you have a fire
before you read the operating lable.- All extinguishers should be visually inspected each month, and
serviced once a year. All carbon dioxide extinguishers should be weighed annually. Dry chemical

extinguishers should occasionally be turned upside down and shaken.

A hydrostatic test should be performed:

= every 12 years for pressure type extinguishers

» every 5 years for carbon dioxide and water extinguishers

» after discharge for any extinguisher 5 years or older.

If you think you might need a new extinguisher here is an example of some current prices of extin-

guisher in Windsor. The following comes with a 6 year warranty.

Stored Pressure Dry Chemical - Type ABC
' 2.5 pounds $24.03
S pounds $32.03 -Style A
5 pounds $32.03 -Style B
10 pounds $46.18
20 pounds $78.80

Typical refill is $2.20 per pound.

Points To Remember

VIn any emergency it is important to remain calm.
Crew members should know in advance what their
specific duties are in an emergency, and carry out
those duties in an orderly fashion.

V Check your sailboat before you set sail.

v Carry an appropriate extinguisher

vV Be aware of how your extinguisher operates.

V Fire relies on heat, fuel and oxygen. Remove
one of the ingredient and the fire will go out.

V Think of your personal safety. .

V Be cautious of re-ignition, -

o

Vessels more than 5.5 m in length and up to 8 m in length -- One Class B-I fire extinguisher -- if vessel
has inboard motor or fixed fuel tank or heating or cooking appliance that burns liquid or gésgous fuel.

Vessels more than 8 m in length and up to 12 m in length -- One Class B-II fire extinguisher -- if vessel
has inboard motor or fixed fuel tank or heating or cooking appliance that burns liquid or gaseous fuel.

- Remember: This is one piece of equipment you want to work when you need it.
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