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Everyone at LMYC is looking forward 0 a great summer of sailing. Many activities have occurred this Yyear with poor al-
tendance. One example is the Port-to-Port Race, which only mustered up 8 boats. Lets get involved in the club functions.
This is your club, take part in it.

The club looks beautiful with the flowers and the new decks. We still have a Jew eyesores. Please take time to clean up
around your cradles and around the shed. I am disturbed by some members leaving oil, and other pollutants around the
dumpster. The hazardous material seems to be growing daily. We will have to hire someone to take this off our property.
This is an expense, which we should not have to incur.

Ifyou are feeling guilty about not completing any work hours to date, or you just can't sleep at night knowing that you have-
n't put in your 12 hours of volunteer labor for the club. Rest easy; there is much work still to do. There is weeding, garden-
ing, siding for the shed. Check with the Vice-Commodore for things to do.

What do you thinks of our new dock? What can we add to it to make it more beautiful and useable? Iam open to all ideas.
Perhaps a Gazebo with screened windows to make evening and days pleasurable at LMYC, We need something to make it a
Jocal point for our club. LET ME KNOW/!

Commodore Bob Ferguson and Vice-Commodore Chris Barron

The Currents is published monthly. While The Currents has researched and inquired to assure that
information contained in The Currents is accurate, we recommend to double check to assure com-
Plete accuracy. Not receiving The Currents? Call the Editor to get your copy.
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First Visitors
To LMYC

LMYC received its first visitors on June 4, 2002 with
the arrival of “Dolphun™ (correct spelling). The visi-
tors arrived approximately 7:00 pm from Huron Ohio
{no club affiliation) . The crew of 6 including the
skipper Jim Lubinsky charted the “Hunter” for a quick
trip to Windsor. Club members on the scene made our
guests very comfortable.

*

New Boat Owners

Perry and Gloria Basden on Northern Spirit

Congratulations to Gloria and Perry Basden on the pur-
chase of their new saifboat an Aloha 34 named Northern
Spirit. The sailboat arrived at LMYC Thursday June 7
at around 5:00 pm from its previous dockage in Midland
Ontario. Congratulations and great sailing and cruising
this summer.

News and Information

Canadian Club
International
Yacht Race

This year 5 boats from
LMYC were entered in
the 30th Annual Cana-
dian Club Invitational
Yacht Race. 75 boats
from the area were en-
tered in this years race
which began at 7:00 pm
at the head of the De-
troit River near Win-
dsor Yacht Club.

LMYC club members
were involved in the first two starts which were at 7:10

and 7:15 pm. Brisk winds made it a Spinnaker start
and a jib at the first mark. It was then a broad reach to
the middle of the lake. The next leg was a jib to a
broad reach to the Thames mark, then a windward leg
to the finish mark near the Windsor Yacht Club.

The course this year was entirely in Canadian waters
due to “security” reasons.

Jurgen Hendel of the LaSalle Mariners Yacht Club
was the top local finisher in the 30th Annual Canadian
club Invitational Yacht Race,

Rakaia covered the 42,8 mile course in a corrected
time of five hours, 19 minutes 52 seconds to win the D
class and finish fourth overall.

No sacial activities followed the race and awards will
be presented in the fall,
Club finishes as follow:

1. Rakaia Jurgen Hende]
5. Special Delivery Bob Bingham
7. Trilogy Judge Mangile
10. R-Escape Bob Reaume
Whatever George Mooney




Cows with stripes. Bob Reaume and George Mooney
have been vindicated. There was some question at the
Awards Banquet if these type of cows exist. Dave and
Mary Nantais on their recent trip to Northern Califor-
nia have brought back photographic proof.

Happy Grandfather Day

Ralph Kepran with granddaughter Alice. Parents
Heather and Dave Sills.

Crossing The
US/Canada

Border by Boat

I'received a copy of the booklet entitled Crossing the
US/Canada Border by Pleasure Boat compliments of
Ralph Allen. This booklet is provided by your local
Marina and the Ontario Marine Operators Associa-
tions. Several copies of this booklet were delivered to
LMYC but just in case you did not see this book I
have reproduced the significant pages. They state
that the ihformation in the booklet is accurate to the
best of their knowledge at the time of printing May
10, 2002. Hopefully these pages will help to clarify
any problems you may be having.

Hola de Panama

Associate members Dough and Janet Warford are in
Panama on a teaching assignment. Look in this month’s
issue for their article




LMYC welcomes new club member Craig Morrison.
Craig has been an associate member for several years
and has now moved to full club membership. Craig
owns an Ancome 23 and will bring it to the club near the
end of July. Welcome Aboard. '

Barbara Pare hosted a staff party at LMYC on Saturday
June 22. The staff of Victoria School were treated to a
sail on the Detroit River. It was a very hot and humid
day for a sail but everyone enjoyed it. Thanks to LMYC
members who assisted by taking the staff out for a sail,
(Dennis Pare, Ralph Kepran, Phil Smith, and John Met-
calfe.)

Afterwards everyone was treated to a smorgasbord of

delights

| Deepest Sympathies |

The officers and members of
LMYC would like to extend their
deepest sympathies to John Mur-
phy on the passing of his father
Henry Murphy, age 75 in Panama
City, Florida on June 11, 2002.
Your prayers are most appreciated.

LMYC-GIYC Port to Port

LMYC members barbequed hamburgers and prepared
salads for those racers who would be participating in
the annual Port to Port Race which was held on Satur-
day June 22. Eight boats participated in this event
which consisted on a 1.15 NM race down the Detroit
River to Grosse Isle Yacht Club. The start was at
11:00 am and the winds were light. Last boat to cross
the finish line was around 1:45, Racers were treated to
refreshments, hotdogs, potato salad etc.

Judge Mangile preparing the salads




Results of Port to Port Race

Class A

1. Rakai Jurgen Hendel

2. Zephyr Hawk Rick Bohl

3. Special Delivery Bob Bingham

4. Trilogy Judge & Mary Ellen Mangile
Class B

1. Bottoms Up John Vandereerden

2. No Name John Murphy

3. Gringo Bob Ferguson

4. Whatever George Mooney

Adam Prettyman Update |

This is an email from
Adam Prettyman,
club member who is
on an adventure of a
lifetime, Adam left
December 31, 2001
for Maine to work on
the sailing ship
Bounty.

Hello,
Today was 2 very
bad day.
We were working on
taking the bow sprit
off. Myself and a
good friend of mine
were geiting ready to
take off a stay when
the 60 foot sprit fell 50 feet to the ground taking my
friend with it. It was the scariest moment of my life.
(1 am still shaking) I was only 2 feet away but could
do nothing..... The amazing thing is that he survived.
He has some lower back damage and is a half inch
- shorter but he will be back home in a couple of days.
The team that worked on him was great.....
I'still think this is one of the best things that has ever
happened to me but some days are pretty crazy and
their is a lot of danger. You always have to look at
something at least twice because the loads are so great.
We are starting to get a crew back together and we
even have some female crew now.
See you later.

Adam

Walking the plank

This cruel practice, made famous through pirate stories,
involved forcing prisoners to walk down a plank into
the sea and there, inevitably, to their death by drown-
ing. It isn’t known with what frequency this took place,
but it is thought that it possibly originated with the cap-
ture of Romans by Greek pirates in the last 100 years
BC. Greek pirates would pretend to their Roman cap-
tives that they felt guilty for what they had done and
would beg for pardon. When the captives were con-
vinced of their sincerity, the pirates would let down the
ship’s ladder and offer the Romans their freedom — be-
fore throwing them into the sea

July 1
Thames River Race (Canada Day)

July 7
WSCC & FYC Double-Handed
Race

July 13
LMYC Pelee Island Race/
Cruise

July 20
CIYC Race




Commodore Bob Ferguson, Vice-Commodore Chris Barron, Father Stan Fraser, Chairperson Bodo Schaefer

t has been said that there are no atheists in foxholes. Perhaps the same could be said of fisherimen, alone or with

a small crew in the middle of the ocean. With no land in sight, a sudden squall, a leak or fire, or the loss of ra-

dio contact can result in a feeling of utter helplessness. It is no exaggeration to label fishing as hazardous. This,
then, was ample reason for the early fishermen to invoke the blessing of God upon their endeavors. With origins in
Portugal, the solemn rite is ofien coupled with a celebration of the Portuguese heritage. The Blessing of the Fleet is a
time of celebration and reflection.

LMYC members who has been involved in the planning for this annual event will attest to the large amount
of work that goes into it. Through the years the Blessing Chairperson has worked tirelessly to organize this event by
contacting members, getting in touch with the local legion and Chaplin. Volunteers have worked tirelessly to clean
the clubhouse and the surrounding grounds for this event, are but a few of these, This year our Blessing of the Fieet
chairperson was Bodo Schaefer who gracefully accepted the challenge due to the iliness of Bob Henson.

On the day of the blessing, the men and women of LMYC march to the Widows Walk accompanied by the
Chaplin, Commodore, Vice-Commodore and the Blessing of the Fleet chairperson carrying the traditional wreathe
and loaf of bread.. This year as in years past the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 364 led the procession. At approxi-
mately 12:30 pm with bagpipes blaring Father Stan Fraser blessed the symbolic load of bread and wreathe and The
Blessing of the Fleet Chairperson Bodo Schaefer released them into the Detroit River.

At the conclusion of the Blessing at the Widows Walk, there was the procession to the harbour for the boat blessing
ceremony. Each member who was present, stood either on their boat or in front of their boat for their official bless-
ing.

After the ceremony everyone was invited back to the clubhouse to enjoy a small feast whick all club members contrib-

uted, The food was excellent.




John and Liz Metcalfe Carl and Denise Melanson
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Blessing of the Fleet 2002

Amy Irving and Rob Doiron Charles and Deanna Schindler




Blessing of the Fleet 2002

Preparing for the Blessing Stephanie, Steve & Sarah Kepran



- Blessing of the Fleet 2002

Patrick Holland Patricia and Bob Henson




Barbara and Dennis Pare Richard Parchoma




Sea Cadets

he Sea Cadets had their annual
White Sail Testing Weekend on
7-8 June 2002. There were 50
cadets, each of whom had jobs assigned
for the weekend, based on their fraining.
Bos'ns provided the Boatshed Staff and
were the work party for the weekend.
Their responsibilities included setling tup
the powerboats for use in testing, repairs
to equipment, and generally providing
the muscle for moving equipment
around. The Sailing Instructors were
there to

instruct and test the cadets in their CYA
White Sail | and Il qualifications. The ex-
perienced saifors not otherwise tasked,
went out with the beginners to help them
on their first experience in a sailboat. The
non-saifors were given divisional respon-
sibilities, that are making sure all their
new cadets were where they were sup-
posed to be. Everyone had a job fo do,
some with more responsibility than oth-
ers, depending on their rank. Over all
were the Officers and Staff to make sure
it all worked.

The end result of all this teamwork was
the success of 27 students, 17 WS 10

WS I, a tremendous result based on the

amount of equipment available to accom-
plish this and I. It took a lot of coordina-
tion and teamwork to pull this off, not to
mention the cooperation of the weather.

The side effect of all this was that we all
had a good time and slept well. The only
down to this, depending on who you
were talking fo, was that they couldn't
walch the hockey game. However, they
had a radio and were all huddled around
the fire listening. There were a bunch of
disappointed cadets when we had to
send them to bed before all the overtime

- periods played out.

Thanks to all the club members who sup-
port us by letting us sail train at LMYC,

Shirley Beresford

Weekend June 7-9

Sea Cadets preparing for launch



To everyone at LMYC.,

Janet and ] would like to take this opportunity to say
hello to our new friends at LMYC and say how happy
we are to be members. We are looking forward to a won-
derful time at LMYC and can't wait to get our boat in the
water there.

Currently, Jan and I are on a teaching assign-
ment in Panama. We have been here since the beginning
of March. We are truly enjoying this experience; so
much so that they have asked us to teach for another se-
mester which would not get us back home until Decem-
ber 21st. '

' Life is quite different here than in Canada. The
weather is very hot and we are in the middle of the rainy
season. At times the humidity is very high and with the
temperatures in the high 30's constantly, it makes for
some very hot days.

We live in an area called "El Cangrejo” which is
in the heart of the city. Our street is called Via Argentina
right in the middie of the restaurant and shopping area. It
reminds us a lot of Ottawa Street in Windsor. It is a very
vibrant area 24 hours a day.

We teach every night until 9:00, and when we
get home we stroll down to one of the sidewalk restau-
rants to relax. We know quite a few people here now as
we have taught many people both here and in Canada.
Our students both present and former are very good to
us. One of them, Mario Batista, is a pilot on the Panama
Canal and he got permission to take us to work with him
one day. He operates one of the tugboats that steers the
large ships through the canal. The tugboats are necessary
because the speed limit for the ships in certain parts of
the canal is not sufficient for them to steer themselves.
To be very close behind one of the immense Chinese
container ships is an amazing experience. The tugs are in
total control, and able to steer those huge vessels into the
locks with only a foot to spare. Of course, the pilots are
so well trained- Mario went to school for 15 years and
sailed around the world in order to get the credentials
necessary to obtain his position.

The Canal operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year and the scheduling for the ships is timed to the min-
~ ute. Before each shift, the Canal pilots receive a fax indi-
cating the types of vessels they will be working with that
day. Vessels include everything from huge cruise ships
to armed nuclear submarines. This is very precise and
often dangerous work.

When the crew from a large ship throws down a

Boats in the harbour

The Balboa Yacht Club




line to the crew on the bow of the tug, it is a dangerous
time, because if the line snaps while is is being attached,
then it is capable of severing anything.

We traveled between Gamboa and the Gatun Locks-a
distance of approximately 5 miles and that was the most
exciting experience I have ever had. The tugs are
equipped with a very sophisticated GPS. When you put
the cursor on any ship on the computer screen, the data
given includes water displacement, tonnage, country of
origin, contents etc. for every ship. It was interesting to
discover that even the smallest vessel must be accompa-
nied by a Canal pilot. [ guess even our little sailboat is
capable of wreaking havoc if it is out of controi!

We plan to travel through a different part of the
Canal with the husband of one of our students later this
year. He is in charge of operating one of the lock sec-
-tions of the Canal, so that will be a totally different ex-
perience for us.

Life here in Panama City is very interesting,
even when we are walking down the street. Once, I was
nearly hit on the head by a failing coconut and a second
time by a palm frond. It was a smaller type coconut but
falling from about forty feet up it would have hurt- a lot!
The peopie here are quite friendly and willing to help us
with our Spanish when we are shopping.

Perhaps when we get back we could have a
Spanish night at the club with some sangria and our pic-
tures of Panamd. In the pictures you can see some
scenes taken near the Bridge of The Americas "E] Puente
de las Americas”. They show the Pacific Ocean, part of
The Causeway which was built with the material taken
from the construction of the Panama Canal,

The Balboa Yacht Club is an old club, but it is
still in operation. The boats moored out in the Pacific
Ocean so you have to hire a local boat to

take you to yours.
We will send another letter in a couple of

months showing some more scenes of Panama.

Anyway, that is all for now and we look forward to see-
ing you all soon.

Doug and Janet Warford

Scenic View of the Ocean

Bridge of The Americas "El Puente de las Americas”.




2011 Canadian Club Race

If memory serves correctly the last time “Rakaia”
participated in this event was in 1981. The course in
those days was a twice around Lake St. Clair Mara-
thon. On the second lap “Rakaia™ and many other
competitors sat becalmed for hours east off Stoney
Pointe on a hot Saturday Mid afternoon before opt-
ing to abandon the race. Needless to say it is a long
way from there to LaSalle even under power.

The hosting Windsor Yacht Club’s new course
would not exceed 42.9 Nautical Miles with provi-
sions to shorten the race to approximately half that
distance to avoid U.S. border situations. This course
was entirely in Canadian waters.

Preceding the 7 pm start on Friday the participating
boats are invited to sail by the W.Y.C’s clubhouse to
receive a memento from the sponsoring Hiram
Walker & Son Company. LMYC’s, “fabulous five”
was a big hit with the host’s race officials dignitaries
and on lookers as they, “Special Delivery”,
“Trilogy”, “R-Escape”, “Rakaia” and “Whatever” (the latter’s owner proclaiming to be a shorter but faster Abbott),
swung into a smart single file to be greeted by the sounds of bagpipes to receive a fine set of glasses and decanter.
LMYC was also acknowledged as the Canadian Club with the most entrants in the race.

The weather settled for the start, staggered for twelve classes for the fleet of about seventy boats, mostly American
and big. Steady westerly winds of 10-15 knots, spinnaker start, a jibe for the next leg and then a jibe for the next
mark at the Thames and then close hauled to the finish. What could be better? Spinnakers were all over the lake
glowing in the sunset. Not tactically challenging but hard work for a competent crew. It is a great fortune and com-
fort to sai! with the best “Father and son”, Tapani and Nick Lintunien and Mike Puchantyj keeping things controlled
and old lady “Rakaia” in the groove. “Boat mom” Linda Schreiber organizing the middie of the boat made this one
a spectacular ride and one worth remembering. Fireworks (impressive) off the deck of a large competifor and a
rainsquall off Belle River were added touches. 42.8 Nautical miles, 6 hours, 47 minutes, 36 seconds elapsed time
and consequent results in this, the 30" Canadian Club Race” were pleasing indeed. Thank you crew, Thank you,
Lake St. Clair.

Note: It is commonly known that I call Lake St. Clair “Lake Stupid”. I humbly admitted to the race organizers at
the conclusion of our race that I have been misled for once, maybe? Remember, that last year the same race had to

be cancelled for lack of wind.

Jurgen Hendel

Mike Puchantyj Nick Lintunien - Tapani Lintunien




Shipwrecks of the Great Lakes

Conemaugh

Built 1880 -- Sank 1906 :
After being caught in a savage storm that swept the Great Lakes on November 21, 1906, the 258 foot long steamer Conemaugh

ran ashore on the west side of the tip of Point Pelee. Fortunately for her crew3 she beached almost immediately in front of the
Point Pelee Life Saving Station. After their lifeboat had been turned back three times by the huge waves, the Life Saving Crew
rescued the Conemaugh's entire crew of 22. The wooden steamer was not the only casualty of the storm. Twelve vessels and

17 lives were lost across the entire Great Lake area.

Kingsville
Conemaugh & :

Colchester

Pelee
Island




CRDSSING THE

'BORDER INTOD THE ll S.

U.S. CUSTOMS: You must report to a United States Customs agent each time yoi
tross the border info the U.S. by phoning the local Cusioms Office.

Customs agents will either give clearance or ask you to wait at o designated site for
inspection. Only the master or designee may go ashore to report the arrival to Customs.

No passenger may leave the boat and no baggage or merchandise may be removed until
report of arrival is made and a U.S. Customs Inspector grants release.

U.S. Customs telephone numbers for reporting are ditferent for each Port of Entry. You can
get the appropriate phone number by calling the Port of Entry closest to your destination.

Identification Required: passport OR evidence of cifizenship combined with one official
government photo ID {such as a valid driver’s license).

You must provide the vessel name, length and nationality as well as the names, dates of birth,

and citizenship of all passengers.

Pleasure boats 30 feet and over in length must have o Customs User Fee Decal affixed fo the boat.
You can find information and applications for Customs User Fee Decals on the U.S. Customs
web site (www.customs.ireas.gov), by emailing decals@customs.treas.gov, or by phoning the
U.S. Customs Port of Entry telephone numbers listed above.

For detalled mformahon, vnsnr the U.S. _Cusfoms web site
vessel htm )

at www.cusfoms Irecls. _
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