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~ LASALLE CURRENTS

A Newsletter For Members Of LaSalle Mariners Yacht Club

HEAR YE, MARINERS,

Here is wishing you a happy, prosperous 1979 with Jots of fair winds |

Gord, our own Lou 0, u

The "CURRENTS" areggg?ﬁ hgs bh1red _some voluntary help (he hopes).
month, pages Filled with 1iterary oy orf the press at one issue per
strated splendor ebe;;ng ;;?sEary mportance, poetic beauty and i1lu-
to help us by contributing newswgfg:araEFee nothing! MWe also want you
journalist! ny kind...... Become a celebrated
Flotsam

Guess what -~ Yamaha, Japanese Producer of motorcycles, musical instru-
ments, stereos and sailboats,designed and built the 1978 world champion
% Ton winner "Magician ¥". A Yamaha 24, 2nd place "Kamikaze Express".
Wait until Honda and Kawasaki get into the act!

As seen - Best Boat (affordable) at Toronto Show the 23' Sprinta sport,
Designers: Van De Stadt, Holland; Builders: Dehler, Germany.

Most attractive exhibit: Edel Yachts, Pretty Neat Boats Too.....
Exhibited most attractively - Miss Boat Show 1979, at Windsurfer Booth
(before show hours} :

Most Interesting: - Exquisite Wooden Models of the Clipper “Sovereign of
the Seas" and the "Bluenose" and the exhibit of CDN Scientific Research

(and Model at Windsurfer Booth)
' Opinionated? VYou Bet!

And seen - Argentine with British accent and Italian name, with specialist

in everythim, guests of and fTown to the show by Canadian Government, -

come and see us sometimes Hughie, we will pay the Tunnelfare!

The game of darts, introduced by John Geary and Frank Rubery, has gained
great popularity and is now enjoyed not only by the league players on
Wednesday nights, but by many that were skeptical, including yours truly.
The league consists of four teams, five players each. Team Superior,
captained by Dennis Hendel are the current leaders over Frank Rubery's
Huron, John Geary's Ontario and Dale Souilliere's Erje. The team captains
are talking of a challenge offered to dart playing aces of our neighbour

clubs to play the L.M.Y.C. all stars.



THE-YEAR -THAT MAS 1978

L.M.Y.C. engineers making headlines with revolutionary idea in
construction field! An expansion of 86.99 cm3 (3072 cubic feet) was
realised by compressing 142.23 average humans into a room measuring 98,01
cm3, all at a much Tower cost, optional items (fireplace carpeting,

Tighting and furnishings, etc.) having been added in convetional manner -- ..

GAIL & RON - Enjoying their view, overiooking Freeman Island and Ferguson
Cove from their Tovely modernistic 1ighthouse-- . .

Rachelle- & ‘Dennis - Moving to their country residence, permanently-- -

The birth of the Dart League, at first erroneously . thought to be an invasion
by woodpeckersr—

Sail insignia FJ = Flying Junior - FJ = Finally dJoy?, Finally, Bob!--

The sale of a B.M.W. {car) and the arrival of a baby girl at Sue's and
Jim's house--

Someone telling Rino to get the cement out prompting him to win the
Harvest Moon Regatta--

Stiletto = A pointed instrument for making eyelet-holes, (Chambers 's) dne for
Bob and one for Dick, connected, they hope. (so do we!)--

Mega = GKH, Megas, Great (Chambers's) one for Ian, one for Dave, each!-~-

Expression most often used by club members in 1978 "You have got to be
kidding!" (at first sight of "Reggie”, Marg & Ralf's Dog)--

"Titanic", story of vessel sinking, no ice bergs - rerun--

A new C&C 30 for Jim, proving again. that designed displacement and sailing’
displacement specs. are not to be regarded 1ightly--

Doris & Emanuele's launching of a new Tanzer 26, Colours?~~-~- Red, White and
Green,! BRAVQ!!--

Red's white and green Duet, unscathed and unreienting defender of terratorial
rights in anchorage areas of the Detroit River,--

A sudden, unobserved settling of the hereto inexplicable, ungainly earth
and soil deposits between the Riverbank and gardenlike expanse of :manicured
Tawns, well formed shadetrees. -~ Fronting our club house~---~ and on,.and on.

And, of course, there was a banquet, a Targe crowd feasting at Windsor Y.C.
Honouring the outgoing executive, greeting the new on, applauding, dancing,

joking, having. FUN!!



A SEA CAPTAIN'S FIRST EXPERIENCE ON LAKE ERIE

By J. A. Bannister

The following account of his first experience in fresh water sailing is from the pen

of Captain Alexander McNeilledge, who was born at Greenock on the Ciyde in 1791. For

several generations his ancestors had been seafaring men. He himself went to sea at

the age of eight years, as cabin boy on his father's ship, Pandora, bound to Newfound-

land and New York. Before he was sixteen, he had survived a shipwreck on the Long

Island coast. This was the first of many experiences in.a career that took him to

India, China, South America, and almost every known port, and included rescues of

ship-wrecked mariners, dismasting in an Atlantic gale, yellow. fever, and capture-

by pirates, . . '

Growing tired at Tast of this roving 1ife, he visited his brother in Dover, Upper _

- Canada, in the fall of 1829, and the following year he quit the sea to join his brother
~in a milling and distillery business. Later he changed to farming, though he still

found the old wanderlust so strong that at times he left the humdrum work at tilling

the soil to visit various parts of Canada and the U. S. and even, on several occasions,

to take command of a schooner for a season's sailing on the inland seas. He died

in August, 1874, having reached the advanced age of over 82 years.

The following is his account of his first experience of fresh water sailing:

I shall never forget the first time I saw Lake Erie, in October, 1829. I had been

sailing out of Philadelphia since 1808. My brother wished me to leave the sea and

come to Dover, as he was building mills and going into the mercantile business

there, Dover was burned during the war in 1814, and nothing had been doing there since

that time, until he came up in the fall of 1827, and began business, and since then it

has been going ahead 1ittle by little. :

"I had last commanded the New Orleans packet, Oregon. I was getting tired of the sea

and thought I would try the land. I left Philadelphia, October 10th to see what

kind of a country it was up west, a new route for me. I got to Rochester by Tand,

then took the packet boat for Buffalo, and arrived on the afternoon of the 17th. The

packet was full as the next day Sam Patch was to jump over the Falls, which made a

good deal of a stir in Buffalo. . :

"The captain of the packet, Phillips, wished me to accompany him the next day as there

was a large party going to the Falls to see Sam jump, I inquired if there was any

Canada vessel in, and was told there was a sToop to leave that afternoon, but the

captain had just gone out. The man was kind enough to send a boy with me to the sloop.

In going down, the boy says to me, 'There's the captain coming up,' and pointed to

a ragged looking fellow with an old peajacket and an old tarpaulin hat with no

Crown, [ forget whether he had any shoes on or not. ‘ -

"'Ain't you mistaken?’, I says to the boy.

"'0h, no, sir,' says the boy, 'Al7 the Canada sailors looks that way.'

"Thinks I to myself, there's an odds between the Lake captains and the Atlantic captains.

By this time we were up to him. I spoke to him and soon found he was Irish. I asked

- if he was going anywhere near Dover and he said he was. I asked if he knew my brother

who was building the mill. He said, 'Shure, it was meself that brought his millstones

over.,'

"I then made up my mind to go with him and turned back for my trunk. I met Phillips and

told him I was going. He tried to persuade me not to go, saying I would rue it.

However, I was bent on going. 'Well,' he says, 'come with me and I will introduce you

to Sam Patch,' which he did and I had the pleasure of drinking Sam's health. He was

then three sheets in the wind and the fourth shivering. There is an odds in Buffalo

then by what it is now, .

"I got my trunk down to the sloop. She looked pretiy much like her captain, and

you could not tell what colour she was, being all over pitch and tar, However, they

made sail and steered out the creek and I was affoat for the first time on Lake Erie. Th

Crew consisted of three and I found the one had as much to say as the other. The captain

had been at sea and also the one that acted as mate. They had been drinking.



Lon L

"There was a family on board going to long Point Furnace. The old lady and I got
talking together and I found they were strangers on the lake 1like myself. There was a

jug of whiskey stood aft, and it was disturbed now and then by the captain and his mate.
The old lady suggested to me that it would be a good plan, when it got dark, to give
the jug a watery grave. However, the jug disappeared and nobody did it.

"There was a nice breeze up the Take and they were talking about a place called Gull
Island. About midnight the sloop struck, Indeed I was a good deal alarmed as I found
it was a rocky reef. The captain was asleep but they woke him up. I asked them

if they knew where they were. They said it was Gull Island reef and the compass must -
be wrong, and all that stuff. I began to think about what the captain of. the packet
had told me. Then I thought it would be rather hard to be lost here in a goose .
pond, after doubling the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn as oftenm as I have.

"They had lowered the mainsail down. I found the ground was uneven and she 1ifted no

and then. ‘I told them they had better hoist the mainsail up. - She might thump over, -

which they did. There was a kind of swell on and she 1ifted over and got into deep

- water. I asked if there were any more shoals in the way, but they said not. .However,
I did not sleep any that night. They had another look for the jug, but in vain.

"When daylight came the wind had died away. We were nearest the Canada shore. .The
oldest of the lads of the family, quite a stripling, jumped up and, pointing to the
American shore, sang out, 'That's Pennsylvania!' My heart felt light as I thought to -
myself, 'We can't be far from old Philadelphia, as long as we can see the State.'

This was the first night I spent on Lake Erie. S

"In the afternoon they landed me at Ryerse's Creek. The captain might as well have
landed me at Dover, but did not tell me where it was until we had passed it. However, -
I was glad to get clear of them anyhow. They took in some barrels of whiskey to go up
the Bay, as I was afterwards told by the old lady. It was not long on board before

they tapped one and had a blow out. : ,
"Mr. Edward Ryerse, the first man I spoke to in Canada, took me in his wagon to Dover Mil
that evening, my first appearance in Dover. “Where the town is now it was all woods.
There was an old store house and Birdsell's old log house by the creek. There were no
houses on the hill, what they call Upper Dover now. A school house was raised that
fall, the firs frame house I had seen raised. There were'a few houses in Simcoe and

one store. The Post Office was kept in it.

"I remained until December. The Dover mill was just finished and began operation. I
went back by the Falls and got to Philadelphia on December 18th., I remained all

winter, the first winter I had spent on shore in twelve years, In the spring I left
with my family and arrived safe in Dover on June 18, 1830, where we have been residing

ever since." -

From "Inland Seas" Volume 11, Spring 1955 #1
(quarterly Journal of the Great Lakes Historical Socie

ARE WE AN ACTIVE CLUB? SURE!

Every Weds., 7:30 p.m. dart league (everyone welcome), Sunday January 28th
- 2 p.m. skating, films**, Broomball, Plant demonstration - Curry supper ~
your chefs Doris and Robert Clark. :
Saturday, Feb. 17th noon ti11 7:00 p.m. "Open House" Invitations going out
to area clubs and their members to come visit L.M.Y.C. -

**Manfred and Lisa Kanter and their two sons will be our guests, They will

: show films about their 1ives aboard their home built steel 42 ft. Ketch
"Lisa". Some of you will remember the Kanters as neighbours, living aboard
in the next canal upstream from Ye Olde Club. '

Remember the cTub house is kept comfortably heated for you, there is Tots of
Tirewood, come and enjoy. '



GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES

COMMODORE - ladies Auxiliary - M. Fiedler
: - Future Planning - J. Hendel. G. Mooney, R. Bennin
ROBERT CLARK - Real Estate - P. Hoffman
' - Youth Auxiliary -~ D. Clark
VICE COMMODORE - Yards : - D. Bardsley
- Docks & Harbour - A. Pavan
ART LETTS - Maintenance - J. Maclntosh, H. Porter
- Security - J. Mawhinney
TREASURER: | - Revenue & Treasury
RON WIGLE
SECRETARY - “House ' - R. Allen :
- Construction - R. Masotti, T. Mason
CARL DURHAM - Galley B. Wolter
DIRECTOR - Refreshments " J. Beaudoin
- Entertainment - Y. McRobbie
JOHN GEARY - Dart League - D. Souilliere
DIRECTOR - PubTic Relations - R. Fiedler
: - Junior Programs - TBA
GORD FREEMAN -~ Firewood - R. Ferguson
DIRECTOR Race Committee I. Henderson

- R. Stuebing
R. Renwick
D. Ellis

Membership
Fund Raising
RIYA Delegation

DENNIS HENDEL

Our Commodore stresses the importance and rewards of communications and
those chairing the vafous functions can also be reached by droping a note
into the box which will be provided for such purposes.

FOR SALE - NORTHERN % TON “Renaissance" 24 foot. Designed by C&C.
6 safls- main, jib, 150 Genoa & Chute by Hood, 170 & 125 Genoas - .
by Boston. Fenders & Fender Board. 2 sets mooring lines.
Anchor, chain & 150' Nylon Rode. Head, 2 burner alcohol stove
"~ plus mini-galley. Dishes, glasses, & Silverware. This is oné
- of the best equiped boats in the Club. Price & Equipment -
negotiable. --~w=- Ken Robitaille ------ 252-6404-0ffice-313-366~1300

FOR SALE- C & C MEGA 30, Rampant 1Y, fully equipéd Replacement Value $27,000.00
OPEN TO OFFERS ---memeeuua IAN HENDERSON - 258-4684.
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This is the first of our new "Know your Rules"’series. Thare
will be a number of these illustrated “"situations" for you to T e
peruse, Just tmagine yoursedf being the skipper of any one of , B — -
these boats in this "situation”... Tike "we were getting close o - _ .

to the downwind mark and brought all the new wind with us to
create quite a jam"... Examine carefully and find the correct
rules that apply to the pairs A-B-C and between a1l of the boats.
The correct answers will not be printed in this issue but in the
next one. You will find the rule number for problems -A-~B-C in
this issue and unless you know the correct answer, you will have
to look in your rule book for it. If you don't have a rule book
you can purchase it at most local sail oriented chandleries.

Make sure it is the updated 1977-80 version. You know, we
participate in a competitive sport that does not employ ( or need)
referees to enforce its rules, and on top of that consider the
expense of theequipment needed to play the game.

We all referee our game, and it heTps to know the rules! L.M.Y.C.
sailors have always shown good judgment and true sportsman 1ike

conduct on any race course, while taking more than their share
of awards,




